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23 December 2015 

 

 

Greg Hayes 

Manager, Planning and Building 

Corangamite Shire Council 

181 Manifold Street  

Camperdown VIC 3260 

 

Dear Mr Hayes,         

 

Re:   Permit Application Number: PP2001/160.A 

Subject Land: Titan Willows’ Rock and Scoria Quarry, Princes Highway, Camperdown 

                          Lot 1 TP 667906P, Parish of Colongulac 

 

The National Trust has advocated for the protection of the Leura Maar, within which the subject land 

sits, since the 1970s.  Mt Sugarloaf was saved from destruction in an unprecedented conservation battle 

- nowhere else in Australia had local people taken direct action to save a natural landmark. Local 

residents actually sat in front of a bulldozer during the battle to save the mount in 1969. The National 

Trust purchased the land in 1972 to prevent any further quarrying of the scoria and to guarantee the 

preservation of the remaining mount.  Today Mt Sugarloaf is considered the best example of a scoria 

cone in the Western District, and is cared for by Corangamite Shire Council, the Management Committee 

and the Friends of Mt Leura.   

The Mount Leura complex is one of the largest maar and tuff volcanoes in Victoria, and is a prominent 

feature in the Kanawinka Geopark, part of the global geoparks network.  Following this international 

recognition, the educational value of the Leura Maar is growing, thanks to local volunteers who have 

installed a geocaching trail and volcanic education centre in addition to the existing interpretive trails, 

signs and lookouts.  

As you will be aware, the permit application falls within Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule 1 (SLO1) 

Volcanic Landscape Areas.  This reflects the National Trust’s main area of concern as an advocate for 

significant landscapes.   

The SLO1 maps show that the extent of the overlay covers the broader Leura Maar complex, including 

the Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf reserve, and surrounding private property. 

The National Trust highlights that the statement of nature and key elements of landscape at part 1.0 

states that Corangamite Shire “contains some of the State’s most significant volcanic landscapes and 

features. These areas provide visual interest with variation in topography and vegetation and are to be 

protected from inappropriate development.” 

The National Trust has assessed the application against the decision guidelines of SLO1.  The decision 

guidelines have been numbered for cross-referencing within this submission.  
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In considering this application, the responsible authority should consider, where appropriate:  

1) Whether the proposed siting will meet the landscape character objectives of this schedule.  

The National Trust submits that the proposal does not comply with the following landscape character 

objectives at part 2.0 of cl 42.03 SLO1: 

i) To protect and enhance the visual and environmental quality and character of volcanic 

features, including crater lakes and scoria cones and their environs.   

The proposal does not protect or enhance the visual and environmental quality and character of the 

Leura Maar and its environs.  

The permit documentation acknowledges that there will be a significant visual impact from this 

development on the vistas from the Mt Leura summit; the Work Authority No. 5 (undated) attached to 

the Planning Application confirms ‘the site is highly visible from the summit of Mount Leura and also 

from a section of road to the summit’.   

Specifically, the proposed quarry works will be in the direct foreground of the Key Viewline to Wiridjil 

Hills, one of the three key viewlines identified from the Mt Leura Trig Point Lookout on Map 2A of the 

Mount Leura and Mount Sugarloaf Management Plan 2013-2018 (amended version below).  This 

proposal does not protect, and absolutely does not enhance the visual and environmental quality of the 

the Leura Maar complex.  

 

 

 

 

Approximate quarry extension location 
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ii) To provide control over the visual impact of development on prominent volcanic 

features.  

This proposal does not provide control over the visual impact of development on the Leura Maar, which 

has been identified as a volcanic feature of national significance.  That the proposal will be highly visually 

intrusive is at odds with the landscape significance enjoyed by both tourists and residents of 

Camperdown.  The Leura Maar is likely the most frequently visited volcanic peak in Corangamite Shire, 

with an estimated 50,000 visitors per annum.   

The SLO is in place to provide control over any visual impact, which if allowed, will be viewed by  

thousands of visitors annually.  This proposal breaches the controls that the SLO seeks to apply.  The 

proposal creates an irreversible negative visual impact on the Leura Maar complex.    

iii) To recognise the landscape, geological, biological, historical and recreational 

significance of volcanic features, including crater lakes, scoria cones and their environs.  

This project does not recognise the landscape, geological, and recreational significance of the Leura 

Maar.  This proposal is, in no way, consistent with maintaining the significance of the area.  

Specifically, it does not protect the landscape, geological or recreational significance of the site as 

outlined below:  

Landscape significance:  The 2013 South West Landscape Assessment designated the landscape of, and 

views from, Mount Leura to be of state significance. The Mt Leura complex is classified by the National 

Trust at state level for its landscape value.  The quarry will impact the viewlines and irreversibly alter 

the landscape values identified by these reports.   

Geological significance:  The Mt Leura complex is classified by the National Trust at national level for its 

geological value.  It forms part of the Kanawinka Global Geopark, an internationally recognised network 

supported by Corangamite Shire Council.  The quarry will irreversibly remove part of the geological value 

of the Mt Leura complex (also referred to as the Leura Maar).   

Recreational significance:  The National Trust classification report states that “the value of the 

geological feature is enhanced by the fact that much of it lies within a public reserve provided with a 

network of footpaths, so that the site can be readily accessed by student groups and the community”.  

The Reserve attracts an estimated 50,000 visitors each year.  The quarry will irreversibly impact the 

views and amenity of recreational users of the Mt Leura reserve.   

 
View towards the proposed quarry location from the Mt Leura information trail,  

showing approximate area of the proposal. 
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2) The impact on the visual and environmental quality of the volcanic features, including scoria 

cones, crater lakes and their environs.  

The impact of the proposal on the visual quality of the Leura Maar was discussed extensively at part 1) 

i) and ii) of this submission.  The National Trust submits that the proposed quarry extension, in this 

location, has an unacceptable impact on the visual quality of the Leura Maar complex.  Of particular 

note is this decision guideline’s inclusion of ‘environs’ as part of Council’s consideration – it shows that 

the immediate context of the prominent features contributes to their landscape significance.   

Further, the proposal not only impacts on the visual quality, but also the environmental quality as the 

proposed quarry extension is located within the Mt Leura Maar and will involve quarrying away part of 

a nationally significant geological feature, which is unacceptable.  The proposal creates an irreversible 

negative impact on the visual and environmental quality of the Mt Leura Maar.  

3) Whether appropriate siting, design and landscaping is proposed to avoid marked visual 

intrusion.  

The impact of the proposal on the visual quality of the Leura Maar was discussed extensively at part 1) 

i) and ii) of this submission.  There is no indication that the siting of this quarry avoids the marked visual 

intrusion that it will cause visitors to the Mt Leura Reserve.  The proposed quarry extension will be as 

visible, or potentially more visible, than the existing quarry.  The new quarry is further north, and closer 

to the Princes Highway, than the existing quarry, and therefore will be closer to the main lookout for Mt 

Leura Reserve at the northern end of the summit.  That said, the Reserve is used extensively by visitors 

for both passive and active recreation, and the proposal will create a marked visual intrusion from 

several points within the Reserve, as outlined by the Friends of Mt Leura in their objection to this 

application.  

4) Whether the proposal is consistent with maintaining the landscape, geological, biological, 

historical and recreational significance of the area.  

This proposal is, in no way, consistent with maintaining the significance of the area.  A detailed 

discussion of the reasons this project is at odds with maintaining the landscape, geological and 

recreational significance of the area was provided at part 1) iii).  

5) How buildings and works appear as a related group, rather than as individual units.  

The works appear to nearly double the footprint of the existing quarry at that location.  The approval of 

a quarry extension is not a fait accompli simply because quarry works were established in this location 

in past years.  These works are no longer an acceptable outcome in an area identified as being of 

National significance for its geology and now protected by an SLO.  

6) The visual impact of infrastructure services developed in conjunction with the buildings and 

works they relate to.  

N/A - the National Trust is not aware of additional utility services required to expand the quarry.  

7) Whether screen planting is desirable. Screening should not be a means to allow poor siting 

and design.  

Screen planting is not desirable.  The location of the quarry at the toe of the Mt Leura slope, means that 

screening vegetation around the edge of the quarry would not ameliorate any of the visual impact 

viewed by visitors to the Mt Leura Reserve, but would instead have the detrimental impact of softening 

the dramatic appearance of the volcanic features.  The National Trust has some concerns that the 

revegetation proposed between the northern edge of the Stage 3 quarry and the Princes Highway has 

the potential to block and reduce the views from the main highway towards the Leura Maar complex.  

Screen planting on the Mt Leura Reserve will not mitigate the visual impact of the proposed quarry 

without also losing the panoramic views that visitors to the Reserve enjoy.  On the contrary, we note 
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that the managers and Friends of the Reserve are currently planning a tree thinning program to open 

views where revegetation has established and blocked some viewlines.   

8) Effect on the profile of distinctive landforms and the viewed surfaces of elevated landforms. 

No landscape impact assessment has been provided to show the expected impact on the profile of the 

landform.  No photomontage has been provided to illustrate the impact, or lack thereof, on the profile 

of Mt Leura and the Leura Maar.   

Four elevation drawings (elevations) were advertised (Brian Consulting, page 4 of 5).  These elevations 

do not have any key map to demonstrate the location of the cross-sections depicted.  The elevations do 

not appear to include an image that shows the cut in respect to the profile of Mt Leura, nor are the 

geological features of the Leura Maar identified on the elevations.  

9) Rehabilitation of mineral, stone and soil extraction sites, including progressive restoration of 

topsoil, indigenous vegetation and the original shape of the land.  

The Work Authority document discusses the remediation of the site in section 8, ‘Rehabilitation Plan’.  

We understand it is proposed that the quarry hole will be filled and the surface reformed at a moderate 

grade (1V:5H) with some random undulations to provide a more natural appearance to the finished 

surface.  We understand this is the landholders preferred option for cattle grazing, but it is not clear 

from the documentation whether this finished appearance restores the slope and landform of the site 

prior to works.  We submit it is unlikely that any remediation could adequately restore the natural 

appearance of the Maar once the site has been quarried.  Existing quarry remediation, or lack thereof, 

does not reassure the National Trust that the site can be sensitively rehabilitated following the proposed 

works.  

10) The contents and recommendations of the following reports:  

a. Rosengren, N. (1994) Eruption Points of the Newer Volcanics Province of Victoria - An 

Inventory and Evaluation of Scientific Significance, National Trust of Australia 

(Victoria) and the Geological Society of Australia (Victorian Division);  

b. Jeavons, M. (1990) Shire of Heytesbury Landscape Assessment - A Report for the Shire 

of Heytesbury, Shire of Heytesbury, and Holmgren, D. (1987) Trees on the Treeless 

Plains - Revegetation Manual for the Volcanic Landscapes of Central Victoria, 

Holmgren Design Services.  

The Rosengren (1994) report (p.208) attests to the National significance of the Leura Maar complex, as 

one of the largest maar and tuff ring volcanoes in Victoria. The report further attests to the site providing 

easily accessible examples of many of the landforms produced by volcanic activity in Victoria during the 

late Tertiary period.  The report also mentions peridotite xenoliths of international significance; it is 

understood these are rocks enveloped within rocks, combining material from the lower crust and upper 

mantle of the Earth.  Further, with regard to quarries (p.30), the Rosengren (1994) report states: 

Quarries also degrade some scientific values. In a region where volcanicity is no longer active, scoria and 

tuff are non-renewable resources.  Once altered by human activity, the configuations of the eruption 

points cannot regenerate or recover unless there are more eruptions.  Quarry operators may not 

recognise the significance of uncovered material or structures and may unknowingly  destroy specimens 

or  exposures, fill in craters or bury material with overburden or stockpile.  Outcrops or topography 

significant in displaying volcanic history may be modified, buried or removed.  Some entire deposits of 

scoria or tuff from small eruption points have been removed.  As well as removing significant material, 

quarrying produces synthetic landforms. Holes and overburden mounds alter the form and slope angles 

of cones and mounds and may confuse future interpretation of original eruption topography and 

products.  Active quarrying operations (noise, dust, traffic, physical impact) may reduce the amenity 

value of public sites.   

The National Trust submits that this warning, issued by Rosengren in 1994, remains timely in considering 

this application.  In light of Rosengren’s advice, we submit that the proposal is not appropriate.   
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11) Any landscape or management plan adopted by the responsible authority for the area.  

The National Trust is not aware of any reference to neighbouring quarries in the Mount Leura and Mount 

Sugarloaf Management Plan 2013 – 2018.  

12) Any applicable heritage study or historical research for the area.  

The Mount Leura and Mount Sugarloaf Management Plan 2013 – 2018 states (p.6) that the 

Camperdown district was originally inhabited by Indigenous people of the Leehura gundidj language 

group, who named Mt Sugarloaf Tuunumbee Heear meaning ‘moving moving woman’.  Mt Leura and 

Mt Sugarloaf were important landmarks to the Leehura people, as a guide for their semi-nomadic 

lifestyle, as signalling towers, and as lookouts to observe the movements of game, and to observe the 

travels of neighbouring peoples.   

Luebbers & Associates (2004) detail several historical accounts that support a prima facie case for the 

Leura Maar having Indigenous cultural significance. It is lamentable that, thus far, there have been 

insufficient historical documents detailing the relationship of the Leehura people to the Leura Maar 

collated to statutorily register Mt Leura as an Aboriginal Place.  Luebbers and Associates suggest that a 

more detailed review of 19th Century literature identified by Ian Clark (1990) could further illuminate 

this relationship.  This work was deemed to be beyond the scope of this study. 

 

In conclusion, we submit that the proposed quarry extension is in direct opposition to the objectives of 

the Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule 1. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide comment regarding this permit application.  Should you have 

any queries regarding our concerns, I would be pleased to assist. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Anna Foley       

Senior Advocate, Environmental Heritage 

National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 

 

Attachment 1: Excerpt from Rosengren, N. (1994) Eruption Points of the Newer Volcanics Province of 

Victoria - An Inventory and Evaluation of Scientific Significance, National Trust of Australia (Victoria) and 

the Geological Society of Australia (Victorian Division);  

Attachment 2:  National Trust classification report – Mt Leura Complex  
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Attachment 1: Excerpt from Rosengren, N. (1994) Eruption Points of the Newer Volcanics Province of 

Victoria - An Inventory and Evaluation of Scientific Significance, National Trust of Australia (Victoria) and 

the Geological Society of Australia (Victorian Division);  
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